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1. History : 
  Carriage requirement for Bridge Navigational 

Watch Alarm System (BNWAS) was entered 

into force from 1st January 2011 with 

amendment of SOLAS Reg.V/19.2.2 in 

accordance with IMO Res.MSC.282(86). 

However, the provisions of SOLAS regulation 

V/19.1, "Application and requirements", were 

not amended by this resolution, so it could be 

concluded that BNWAS is not required to be 

fitted to ships constructed before 1 July 2002, 

even the original intent of BNWAS was to 

apply "all ships" as given in document MSC 

81/23/2 (Bahamas and Denmark). 

Most flag states and class societies has applied 

the provisions of BNWAS to all ships as per 

the original intent of BNWAS, but some flag 

states have not applied the provision of 

BNWAS to ships constructed before 1st July 

2002. In this regard, Bahamas and Denmark 

submitted the paper of MSC 92/3/7 to remove 

any uncertainties regarding the scope of 

application of the provisions for BNWAS to 

ships constructed before 1st July 2002 and 

consequently The MSC 92 adopted the 

Res.MSC.350(92) on the amendments of 

SOLAS Reg.V/19 regarding the application of 

BNWAS to ships constructed before 1 July 

2002. 

Although most flag states has applied the 

provisions of BNWAS to all ships as per the 

original intent of BNWAS, the application date 

of BNWAS can be extended as per the 

amendment by the Res.MSC.350(92) for ships 

built before 1st July 2002 and BNWAS is not 

yet installed. 
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2. Amendment on SOLAS 
Reg.V/19: 

-  After the existing subparagraph 1.2.3, the 
following new subparagraph(SOLAS 
V/Reg.19.1.2.4) is added:  
 
".4 Ships constructed before 1 July 2002 shall 
be fitted with the system required in paragraph 
2.2.3, as follows: 

  passenger ships irrespective of size, 
not later than the first survey after 1 
January 2016; 

  cargo ships of 3,000 gross tonnage 
and upwards, not later than the first 
survey after 1 January 2016; 

  cargo ships of 500 gross tonnage and 
upwards but less than 3,000 gross 
tonnage, not later than the first survey 
after 1 January 2017;  

  cargo ships of 150 gross tonnage and 
upwards but less than 500 gross 
tonnage, not later than the first survey 
after 1 January 2018. 

The bridge navigational watch alarm system 
shall be in operation whenever the ship is 
underway at sea. 
The provisions of paragraph 2.2.4 shall also 
apply to ships constructed before 1 July 2002. 
 
- new subparagraph of SOLAS V/Reg.19.1.3 
 
"1.3 Administrations may exempt ships from the 
application of the requirement of paragraph 
1.2.4 when such ships will be taken 
permanently out of service within two years 
after the implementation date specified in 
subparagraphs 1.2.4.1 to 1.2.4.4." (Applied 
only to ships constructed before 1st July 2002) 

3. Action to be taken by ships 
owner: 

 The ship owners/operator are requested to 
peruse this Technical Information and apply the 
amended provision of BNWAS appropriately 
according to the following procedures. 

 For ships built before 1st July 2002 and 
BNWAS is not yet installed onboard, 
the application date of BNWAS can be 
extended to the date as indicated in the 
SOLAS V/Reg.19.1.2.4 as amended by 
the Res.MSC.350(92)  

 For ships built before 1st July 2002 and 
expected to permanently out of service 
within two years after the 
implementation date of BNWAS, the 
application of the carriage requirements 
of BNWAS can be exempted from 
Administrations by issuing of the 
exemption certificate. 

4. Action to be taken by surveyors: 
The Field surveyors are requested to peruse this 
Technical Information and apply the amended 
provision of BNWAS appropriately according 
to the following procedures during the 
periodical survey. 

 The field surveyors are requested to 
note that the scheduled installation date 
of BNWAS can be extended according 
to the application date of BNWAS as 
amended by the Res.MSC.350(92), and 
apply appropriately during the survey. 

 In case the ship owners request to 
extend the application date of BNWAS 
for ships built before 1st July 2002 
until the date as indicated in the 
SOLAS V/Reg.19.1.2.4 as amended by 
the Res.MSC.350(92), the field 
surveyors are requested to correct the 
prior note on Survey Report to the date 
as amended by the Res.MSC.350(92). 
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